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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)H This action is non-final. 
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Disposition of Claims 

4) M Claim(s) 15-27 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E>3 Claim(s) 15-27 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Objections 



The numbering of claims is not in accordance with 37 CFR 1. 126 which requires the 
original numbering of the claims to be preserved throughout the prosecution. When claims are 
canceled, the remaining claims must not be renumbered. When new claims are presented, they 
must be numbered consecutively beginning with the number next following the highest 
numbered claims previously presented (whether entered or not). 

Misnumbered claims 1-14 have been renumbered 15-27. 



The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 22-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. Claims 22-27 are dependent on a missing claim. These claims could not be treated 
over prior art. The dependency of these claims must be changed. 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 15, 17, and 20-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Nguyen (U.S. Pat. No. 6,256,033). 

Per claim 15, Nguyen teaches a portable apparatus comprising: 

inputting means for inputting operation information (fig. 2 and 3; col. 6, lines 13-19); 

transmitting means for transmitting the operation information input by the inputting 
means to a central processing unit (fig. 1; col. 7, lines 20-30); 

receiving means for receiving a remote controller control instruction corresponding to the 
operation information in cases where the central processing unit refers to a data base in which a 
plurality of remote controller control instructions are stored, and sends back the remote 
controller control instruction corresponding to the operation information (col. 7, lines 10-38); 
and 

control means for controlling an operated apparatus according to the remote controller 
control instruction received by the receiving means (col. 6, lines 30-36; col. 7, lines 39-58). 

Per claim 17, Nguyen teaches the portable apparatus according to claim 15, wherein a 
moving picture indicating a gesture of a user is input as the operation information to the inputting 
means (col. 6, lines 13-20; col. 12, lines 30-34). 

Per claim 20, Nguyen teaches the portable apparatus according to claim 15, wherein an 
external power measured by an acceleration sensor is input as the operation information to the 
inputting means (col. 6, lines 21-23; col. 12, lines 34-37). 
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Per claim 21, Nguyen teaches the portable apparatus according to claim 15, wherein 
environment information measured by an environment sensor is input as the operation 
information to the inputting means (col. 5, lines 59-67; col 6, lines 13-19). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Nguyen (U.S. 
Pat. No. 6,256,033) in view of Muthusamy et al ("Muthusamy", U.S. Pat. No. 6,310,629). 
Per claim 16, Nguyen teaches the portable apparatus according to claim 15, but does not teach a 
voice emitted from a user is input as the operation information to the inputting means. However, 
Muthusamy teaches a voice emitted from a user is input as the operation information to the 
inputting means (col. 2, lines 37-44; col. 3, lines 3-10). Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to include the teaching of Muthusamy 
in the invention of Nguyen because it provides users more flexibility in performing the type of 
function that a computer is programmed to do through speech recognition. 

Claims 18-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Nguyen 
(U.S. Pat No. 6,256,033) in view of Dupouy (U.S. Pat. No. 6,057,845). 

Per claims 18 and 19, Nguyen teaches the portable apparatus according to claim 15, but 
does not teach wherein one of a letter and a symbol written by a user and wherein code 
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information indicating one of letters and symbols is input as the operation information to the 
inputting means. However, Dupouy teaches wherein one of a letter and a symbol written by a 
user and wherein code information indicating one of letters and symbols is input as the operation 
information to the inputting means (fig. 4d and 7c; col. 2, lines 27-36). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to include the teaching 
of Dupouy in the invention of Nguyen because it provides users more flexibility in performing 
the type of function that a computer is programmed to do through gesture recognition such as 
characters, symbols or any creation by the user. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Segal et al. (U.S. Pat. No. 6,396,523) discloses home entertainment device remote 

control. 

Huang et al (U.S. Pat. No. 6,437,836) discloses extended functionally remote control 
system and method. 

Nakano et al. (U.S. Pat. No. 5,901,366) discloses program selection method and 
apparatus using cordless telephone set. 

Freeny, JR. (U.S. 2002/01884575) discloses advanced wireless phone system. 
Lee et al. (U.S. Pat. No. 5,545,875) discloses remote control method and apparatus. 
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Inquiries 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thanh T. Vu whose telephone number is (703)-308-91 19. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thur and every other Fri 8:30 AM - 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine L. Kincaid can be reached on (703) 308-0640. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



T. Vu 
03/17/04 




